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Building Bridges, Inspiring Minds, Impacting Futures 
 

April 3, 2020 
 

Dear UICS Families, 
 

Know that we continue to miss you and the sounds of our two schools during this time. It’s been wonderful hearing from 
some of you through emails, calls, and seeing you and our happy students in supporting our drive-up food/supplies 
distributions. Here are key updates since our most recent communication with you (March 23):  
 

Metro Center/St. Mark Center Closures: On Sunday, March 29, President Trump announced a 30-day extension of the 
coronavirus/COVID-19 safety guidelines, taking these precautions through April 30. Today, Missouri Governor Mike Parson 
issued a state-wide stay-at-home order. We do not anticipate re-opening our schools during this time. As COVID-19 cases 
continue to rise within our metro area, including yesterday’s first death in Kansas City, MO, we want to take every precaution 
possible to keep you, our students, and our staff as safe as possible.  
 

Connecting With You From Afar: We want to hear from you! Here are a few ways that we’d love to connect you with each 
other and your student families:  

● Email us photos of you, along with a message that you’d like to share with our teachers and staff. We will share 
these on Facebook and Twitter, along with sending them in staff communications, as a way of connecting you. Send 
them to Gene Willis, Chief Engagement Officer (gene.willis@uicskc.org) or share them with us on Facebook/Twitter. 

● Wednesday, April 8: Missouri Child Advocacy Day. This upcoming Wednesday is an annual event that brings together 
a state-wide early education community to advocate for our families and children. On that day, do the following: 

o Register for “Child Advocacy Day” here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-missouri-child-advocacy-day-
tickets-83656862929?ref=ecount. There will be free webinars throughout the week that you can access, once 
registered.  

o If you’re on social media, share a story about what you love about quality early education. Use the hashtag 
#MOChildAdvocacy to share yours and to see what others are experiencing. Example: "We are so thankful 
Josie has the opportunity to access a quality early education at (Metro Center/St. Mark Center). Because of 
her time there, she can now write her whole name and will be ready for kindergarten! #MOChildAdvocacy" 
 

Family Food Options: We continue to grow our efforts. Here are options that are available to UICS students/families:  
● UICS: Each Thursday (10AM – 1PM) during our closure, we will provide UICS student families with a curbside pick-up 

distribution of diapers, baby formula, art supplies, food and additional educational activities and resources.   
● Kansas City Public Schools: each child will receive a packet with two breakfasts and two lunches per distribution day. 

Please mention that you are a UICS (Metro Center/St. Mark Center) family:  
o Mon., April 6 and Wed., April 8; (10AM to 5PM):  
o Locations: Northeast High School (415 Van Brunt Blvd.); Central High School (3221 Indiana Ave.); East High 

School (1924 Van Brunt Blvd.); and African-Centered College Preparatory Academy – Lower Campus (6410 
Swope Pkwy.) 

● Ewing Marion Kauffman School: While supplies last, a Kauffman School bus will be at St. Mark Center on Thursdays 
(10:30AM – 12:30PM) this month distributing a five-day meal box (breakfast/lunch for five days) to any student 18 
and under. Metro Center staff/families are welcome to visit, or to go to the closest location at 31st & Troost. 

 

Staff/Family Needs and Resources Reminders:  
● We remain committed to working to ensure that our team’s needs are being met during this closure.  
● Educational and well-being resources are being shared via text message and our Facebook/Twitter social media channels.  
● Continue to check emails, the UICS website, and social media accounts for updates regarding a return to school. We also 

support your continuing prevention efforts to “flatten the curve” for spreading a contagious virus.  
 

Sincerely,  

Deidre Anderson, CEO;  
United Inner City Services 
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